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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

This Office action is in response to Application # 10743724, filed 12/ 24/ 2003. 
Paper # 20080728 is given for reference purposes only. 
Claims 1 - 14 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4 - 9 and 11 -14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 8 reciting "where the accounting records may include 
cash call..." It has been established that subject matter of a properly construed claim is 
defined by the terms that limit its scope. It is this subject matter that must be examined. 
As a general matter, the grammar and intended meaning of terms used in a claim will 
dictate whether the language limits the claim scope. Language that suggests or makes 
optional but does not require steps to be performed or does not limit a claim to a 
particular structure does not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. See also 
MPEP § 21 1 1 .04. Further the claim language reciting " applying adjustments " fails to 
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particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

4. Claims 2, 4, 9 and 1 1 are rejected as they depend from claims 1 and 8. 

5. The recitation of " optionally performing a correction..." in claims 5-7 and 12-14 
also fails to define the scope of the claims, which is the basis of the 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 
second paragraph rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Griffin. (US 2002/0138387), here-in-after "Griffin". 

8. Regarding claims 1 and 8, Griffin teaches an automated method and apparatus 
(Fig. 4), comprising, as follows: 

(a) receiving input selecting a time period for which adjustments to accounting records 
of a joint venture are to be applied, where the time period may extend from a 
present time to a time of an inception of the venture, or be any period there between 
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(Fig. 3, step 601 and U 0063); 

(b) receiving input selecting one or more types of accounting records to which the 
adjustments are to be applied, where the accounting records may include cash call 
accounting records(Fig. 3, step. 650/652) ; and 

(c) based on input received, applying adjustments to the accounting records of the 
joint venture (Fig. 3, steps 610/612/614/616) . 

9. Regarding claims 2 and 9, Griffin teaches the automated method of claim 1 and 
apparatus of claim 8, with a system and an apparatus for changing equity assignments 
as follows, further comprising, based on input received in (b): 

(i) creating reversing accounting records to reverse existing accounting records in 

a ledger of the joint venture according to a previous equity share assignment (Fig. 2, 
steps 505/507 and If 0068 and Fig. 4, elm. 120). 

(ii) creating in the joint venture ledger, for a new equity share assignment, 
accounting records with amounts corresponding to the existing accounting records 
reversed by (i) (Fig. 3. steps 601/610 and If 0069 and Fig. 4, elm. 120) ; 

(iii) creating, in partner accounts in the joint venture ledger, accounting records 
corresponding to the accounting records created in (i), with amounts in proportions 
according to the previous equity share assignment (Fig. 4, elm. 104) 

(iv) creating, in the partner accounts in the joint venture ledger, accounting records 
corresponding to the accounting records created in (ii), with amounts in proportions 
according to the new equity share assignment (Fig. 4, elm. 120). 
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1 0. Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , being the automated method of claim 1 , and the 
apparatus of claim 8, Griffin teaches based on input received in (b): 

(vii) creating reversing of a 'performance fee (PF)' accounting records to reverse 
existing PF accounting records made to partner accounts in a ledger of the joint venture 
according to a previous equity share assignment flj 0005, where in 'performance fee', 
by being defined as any 'item of profit or loss which accrues differentially as between 
investors', is equated to the recited "cash call"; and Fig. 2, steps 505/507 and If 0068 
and Fig. 4, elm. 120); 

(viii) creating 'loss carryforward', in the partner accounts of the joint venture ledger for 
the new equity share assignment, but recording amounts in the same proportions as in 
the previous equity share assignment (If 001 1 , wherein 'loss carryforward' by definition 
is equated to the recited "cash call accounting records corresponding to the existing 
records reversed by (vii)"; and Fig. 3. steps 601/610 and U 0069 and Fig. 4, elm. 120. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 5 and 12, being the automated method of claim 4 and the 
apparatus of claim 1 1 , Griffin further teaches the optionally performing a correction 
process to create accounting records indicating, in the partner accounts of the joint 
venture ledger for the new equity share assignment, a difference corresponding to cash 
calls between the previous equity share assignment the new equity share assignment 
01 0008 "Equalization Factor" (EF), and 1J0025 )■ 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. Claims 3, 6, 7, 10, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Griffin as applied to claims above, and further in view of Macalka et 
al. (US 2007/0179872), here-in-after "Macalka". 

1 3. Regarding claims 3 and 1 0, Griffin teaches the limitations of claims 2 and 9, 
respectively. He does not however, teach specifically to the conditional limitation of an 
inter-company partner associated with the joint venture. Macalka does disclose the 
method and apparatus of adjustments in consolidation process (v) creating, in an inter- 
company ledger of the joint venture, accounting records corresponding to the 
accounting records created in (i), with amounts in proportions 

according to the previous equity share assignment (Fig 2a, elms. 204/206 and U 0035); 
and 

(vi) creating, in the inter-company ledger of the joint venture, accounting records 
corresponding to the accounting records created in (ii), with amounts in proportions 
according to the new equity share assignment (Fig. 2b, elm. 220/224 and 1J0035) ■ 
One of ordinary skill in the art would find motivation to modify the teaching of Griffin to 
include the eventuality of an inter-company partnership, as share allocations very 
typically have this additional complexity and necessitate inclusion in the accounting 
method. 
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14. Regarding claims 6 and 13, Griffin teaches the automated method of claim 4 and 
the apparatus of claim 1 1 , further comprising: optionally performing a correction process 
to create accounting records indicating the new equity share [assignment], a difference 
corresponding to cash calls between the previous equity share assignment the new 
equity share assignment fl[ 0008 "Equalization Factor" (EF), and TJ0025 ); however 

Griffin does not teach to the inter-company ledger. Macalka does disclose this in Fig. 
2b , elm. 224 and 1J0034). 

15. Regarding claims 7 and 14, depending from 3 and 10 respectively, Macalka 
discloses the optionally performing a correction process comprising creating reversing 
accounting records to reverse the accounting records created in the inter-company 
ledger in (vi) (Fig. 3, elm. 310 and U0037). 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Pinard et al. 



(US 6,397,197) 



Johnson 



(US 7,096,194) 



Knudtzon et al. 



(US 7,120,597) 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANA AMSDELL whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5210. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DANA AMSDELL/ 8/1/2008 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



